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greater good to mankind, and become more beneficial to the world, by morality, without faith, than by-faith without morality.
Thirdly, because morality gives a greater perfection to human nature, by quieting the mind, moderating the passions, and advancing the happiness of every man in his private capacity.
Fourthly, because the rule of morality is much more certain than that of faith, all the civilised nations of the world agreeing in the great points of morality, as much as they differ in those of faith.
Fifthly, because infidelity is not of so malignant a nature as immorality, or to put the same reason in another light, because it is generally owned, there may be salvation for a virtuous infidel (particularly in the case of invincible ignorance), but none for a vicious believer.
Sixthly, because faith seems to draw its principal, if not all its excellency, from the influence it has upon morality; as we shall see more at large, if we consider wherein consists the excellency of faith, or the belief of revealed religion; and this I think is :
First, in explaining, and carrying to greater heights, several points of morality.
Secondly, in furnishing new and stronger motives to enforce the practice of morality.
Thirdly, in giving us more amiable ideas of the Supreme Being, more endearing notions of one another, and a truer state of ourselves, both in regard to the grandeur and vileness of our natures.
Fourthly, by showing us the blackness and deformity of vice, which in the Christian system is so very great, that He who is possessed of aU perfection and the Sovereign Judge of it, is represented by several of our divines as hating sin to the same degree that He loves the Sacred Person who was made the propitiation of it.
Fifthly, in being the ordinary and prescribed method of making morality effectual to salvation.
I have only touched on these several heads, which